A note from the Producer
Tasmania Performs began as a state
government initiative in 2006 to support
product and market development for the
performing arts. Since then we have toured
a wide range of Tasmanian productions
throughout regional Tasmania, produced
new works and assisted Companies to
increase their national and international
touring. The project is managed by the
Sydney based Performing Lines Ltd who
have been producing and touring Australian
works across the globe for the past 25 years.
Tasmania Performs seeks to grow and
strengthen the work created in Tasmania.
Tonight you will witness the work of a
group of very fine artists. The words are
from talented young playwright Finegan
Kruckemeyer, who based in Tasmania,
writes plays that are performed all over
the world. Some of the cast come from
elsewhere and now call Tasmania home,
others grew up here and went off to train
and return to share their skills and the lovely
Ben Winspear has kindly relocated from
Sydney with his two young children for a
month so he could be part of this production.
With the support of the Minister for the
Arts through Arts Tasmania, the Theatre
Royal and XSquared, Tasmania Performs is
delighted to present This Uncharted Hour.
Annette Downs, Producer,
Tasmania Performs.

colours the audition they didn’t even know
they were sitting for, taking our collective
breath away from that first read. And the
men who have been cast beside them
(as their husbands and sons and internal
harmonies and memories made tangible)
echo beautifully their skill and humanity,
telling me more about these characters
than I could ever hope to find on a page.
Knowing Robert is guiding them upon
this Theatre Royal stage is one great joy.
And knowing they are standing upon this
Theatre Royal stage is another – it is a
venue which is as much an artwork, as any
show that sits within it. Danny’s lights and
Matthew’s notes allow us to witness just
as evocatively what isn’t there, as what is.
The name This Uncharted Hour was
offered first by Chris as a working title, and
evolved to become a truly working title.
It must be said that within the Uncharted,
there has been an awful lot of charting.
And behind the Hour sit hundreds more,
stretching back over years. But this is my
history with it, not yours. As a show to be
met now, an Uncharted Hour is just what it
should be. So I won’t say anymore. Except
that I hope you enjoy it. As I have.
Finegan Kruckemeyer.

Patrons Advice
- Contains nudity, occasional course
language and adult themes.
- Recommended for ages 15 years and up.
- Duration 1 hour

From the Playwright
This play was created with South Australia’s
Brink Productions and an artistic ensemble
led by director Chris Drummond. We
employed a study of the Fibonacci Code
to structurally build the work, used magical
realism to stylistically fill the work, consulted
a support group to ensure truth in the work,
and held firm to the notion of a finite
timeline – an hour, this uncharted hour –
within which to say everything that had to
be said.
The play enjoyed a State Theatre season,
and then rested for four years. However,
one small outing was undertaken, a reading
directed by Annette Downs and presented
from a semi-circle of chairs on the Peacock
Theatre stage. And in this simple evocative
read, Annette (as the keen-eyed and
big-hearted producer she is) saw potential
for something much larger, and set in
motion all that you’re about to see.
Actors Jane and Mel passed with flying
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BRETT ROGERS
CAST
Brett first appeared on the Theatre Royal Stage in Robert
Jarman’s production of The Kid, in 2003. The experience
of working in this incredible Theatre under the direction
of an inspiring mentor contributed and ignited his
dedication and passion to story, stage and performance.
Brett graduated from the National Institute of Dramatic
Art in 2009. At NIDA, he performed in a range of productions
directed by some of Australia’s most respected directors,
including Kate Cherry, Gale Edwards and Darren Gilshenan.
Originally from Tasmania, Brett worked with companies
such as Big Monkey, Hobart Rep and the Tasmanian
Symphony Orchestra.
Brett has appeared in the feature films Before the Rain
and Jimmy Tennison. Brett has recently toured with Terrapin
Puppet Theatre, performing in Boats. He is a member
of MEAA.

MEL KING
CAST
Graduating from Theatre Nepean in 1991, Mel has worked
in theatre film and TV. In theatre Mel has performed with
Riverina Theatre Co, Canberra Theatre Co, Zootango, Siren
Theatre Co, R.E.M Theatre, Big Monkey, The Tasmanian
Theatre Co, Blue Cow, and for the past 17 years has been a
core member of Terrapin Puppet Theatre. She has worked
with Jim Henson puppets and performed in the opening
and closing ceremonies of the Sydney Para-Olympic
Games with french puppet company Plasticien Volants.
Mel’s short film credits include The Promising, Sound Blocks
Pain and last year appeared in the feature Arctic Blast. She
has puppeteered for TV on Farscape, The Wiggles and The
Wiggles Movie as well as TV credits on G.P, Fallen Angels
and Home and Away.
Mel was also part of the successful ABC produced radio
series Blogdaddy. She is a member of MEAA.

JANE LONGHURST
CAST
Hobart born, Jane graduated from the Victorian College
of the Arts in 1990. Her television credits include Blue
Heelers, GP, Janus, The Flying Doctors, Neighbours, and
A Country Practice. Jane played Hermia in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream in the Royal Botanical Gardens of
Melbourne, Adelaide and Sydney and performed for La
Mama and Melbourne Theatre Company.

KAI RAISBECK
CAST
Kai has been on, off and around the stage in Tasmania
since the age of six. A recent graduate from the Directing
course at the National Institute of Dramatic Art, Kai also
holds a Masters of Film and Video from Deakin University
and a Bachelor of Contemporary Arts in Theatre from the
University of Tasmania. Recently Kai was granted an
Artstart grant from AusCo.

After two years living in Japan, Jane moved to Albury
where she worked as Marketing Manager for HotHouse
Theatre and the Flying Fruit Fly Circus.

Kai is currently an Affiliate Director at Griffin Theatre
Company. His most recent theatre directing credits include
Vampire Lesbians of Sodom by Charles Busch and Celebrity
Healing by Jessica Bellamy for Griffringe 2011.

Since returning to live in Tasmania, Jane’s theatre credits
include Bombshells and The Breath of Life for Tasmanian
Theatre Company.
Jane works regularly as a voice-over artist, is a casual
presenter with local ABC radio and Project Manager for the
Theatre Council of Tasmania. She is a member of MEAA.

BEN WINSPEAR
CAST
Before leaving Hobart to study acting at NIDA Ben cut his
teeth on A Bright and Crimson Flower, The Ship that Never
Was, and The Wind in the Willows, among others.
Since then Ben has acted for many of Australia’s leading
theatre companies and festivals including Frankenstein
for STC, Great Expectations for MTC, Baghdad Wedding
for Belvoir Street, for which he won the Helpmann for
best actor, and most recently Faust for Bell Shakespeare.
On the small screen Ben was nominated for an AFI for
his role in the ABC’s My Place, and has also appeared in
Panic at Rock Island and Crownies.
Ben is also in the upcoming feature film Geography of the
Hapless Heart. He is a member of MEAA.

This is Kai’s first return to Tasmania since the summer
Port Arthur season and is his first main stage production
in Tasmania. He is a member of MEAA.

ANTONY MORGAN
CAST
Antony was born in Hobart, Tasmania and studied the
‘cello at high school. He went on to become a professional
musician and since the early sixties has worked
world-wide in symphony, opera and ballet orchestras,
including the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra of London and
the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. He was principal cello
at the Sydney Opera House and also worked regularly in
recording studios around Sydney. He has played with
many renowned conductors. He has always had an
interest in jazz and has toured and recorded in backing
orchestras with a wide variety of artists from Frank
Sinatra to Deep Purple, Henry Mancini and Phil Collins.
He retired from the Sydney Symphony Orchestra in 1998
and moved back to his home town where he has worked
freelance with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, the
Hobart Chamber Orchestra, and Strings on Fire.
Biographies continue overleaf

Robert Jarman
CREATIVe
A freelance theatre artist, Robert has directed and/or
performed classic and new work for all major Tasmanian
performance companies ranging across theatre, opera,
music-theatre, musicals, cabaret, puppetry, dance-theatre
and stand-up comedy. Elsewhere he has worked with Jute,
Music Theatre Sydney, La Boite, Kinselas, One Extra Dance,
and The Marais Project.

Finegan Kruckemeyer
CREATIVE
Finegan (30) has had 51 commissioned plays performed
around the world. This year 15 works play on 5 continents,
with seasons in 12 international festivals, the Sydney Opera
House, Abbey Theatre (Dublin), Upebe Theatre (Buenos
Aires), New Victory Theatre (42nd Street, NYC), and in 6
Australian states. He has had plays in 5 consecutive Sydney
Opera House seasons, 4 consecutive IPAY American
showcases, and 5 consecutive Come Out Festivals. He
received the 2010 Rodney Seaborn Playwrights Award, 2009
Australian Writers Guild Award for Best Children’s Play in
Australia, 2009 Mystate Young Tasmanian Artist Award,
2008 Best Children’s Theatre Playwright Oscart, 2007 Best
Playwright Oscart, 2006 Jill Blewett Playwrights Award, and
2002 Colin Thiele Scholarship. He has spoken at children’s
theatre festivals/conferences internationally, with papers
selected for publication. A new play has just been selected
for the 2012 New Visions New Voices international theatre
workshop at The Kennedy Center, Washington DC.

Robert has created numerous independent works, a series
of seven one-man shows, and his work has featured in all
Ten Days on the Island Festivals held to date.
Robert is an associate member of the General Union of
Palestinian Artists and has tutored at Birzeit University
(Ramallah) and Al Quds University (Abu Dis / Jerusalem).
Robart was nominated for the inaugural Distinguished
Tasmanian Artist Award and was a recipient of the Centenary
of Federation Medal for services to the performing arts.

Danny Pettingill
CREATIVE
Danny is a Lighting Designer in theatre, live performance
and architecture based in Melbourne. He is a Bachelor
of Production graduate from the Victorian College of the
Arts in Lighting and Design (2006). Recent work includes
The City, Red Sky Morning (Red Stitch Actors Theatre) and
Jack Charles Vs the Crown with Ilbijerri theatre (Melbourne
Festival, Brisbane Festival, Belvoir).

Matthew has previously lectured in composition at the
University of Tasmania and worked as a singer, having
performed in the premiere performances of more than 20
operas and experimental music theatre works. He is currently
working as a live music producer for ABC Classic FM.
Matthew Dewey’s music is available from his website
(www.matthewdewey.com/store), the Australian Music
Centre, iTunes and from Music Without Frontiers on Collins
Street, Hobart.

By Finegan Kruckemeyer
Directed by Robert Jarman
LIGHTING DESIGN by DANNY PETTINGILL
COMPOSED BY MATTHEW DEWEY

Jen spent 5 years in Sydney where she worked with Company
B Belvoir, Theatre of Image, Fox Studios Australia and
ceremonies for the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
Since returning to Tasmania in 2002 she has worked with
the Theatre Royal, Tasmania Performs, Tasmanian Theatre
Company, Terrapin, TasDance, Stompin Youth Dance,
Salamanca Arts Centre, Exitleft Productions and the
Tasmanian Theatre Unit Trust. She is currently on a break
from her main job, Operations Manager for Ten Days On
the Island.

Danny has just closed FOLEY with Ilbijerri theatre for the
Melbourne Festival as Lighting and Video Designer.

His compositions have been commissioned, recorded and
performed by groups and companies from Europe to
America and include The Russian Philharmonic Orchestra,
The Hong Kong New Music Ensemble, The New York
Miniaturist Ensemble (USA), The Sydney Children’s Choir,
IHOS Music Theatre laboratory and many others.

THIS
UNCHARTED
HOUR

Jen Cramer
PRODUCTION
A graduate of NIDA’s Bachelor of Technical Production
Jen has 15 years experience as an Operations Manager,
Production Manager, Stage Manager, Tour Manager, and
teacher of technical theatre.

Danny’s awards include the Orloff Family Trust Scholarship
Award (VCA) in 2006, the Malthouse Theatre’s Besen
Family Scholarship (Lighting Design) in 2008, multiple
Green Room Nominations and a Green Room Award
for Most Outstanding Lighting Design in Independent
Theatre in 2008.

MAtThew Dewey
CREATIVe
Matthew is a Tasmanian born composer of concert, theatre
and film music.
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